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What does the new federal law (effective July, 2016) say?
The Child Nicotine Poisoning Prevention Act of 2015 mandates child resistant packaging for liquid nicotine. This law requires any containers of liquid 
nicotine container sold in the U.S. to be packaged in accordance with the Consumer Product Safety Commission’s (CPSC’s) standards and testing 
procedures for special packaging that is difficult for children under five years of age to open or to obtain harmful contents from.

The Child Nicotine Poisoning Prevention Act of 2015 only addresses poisoning prevention with regards to liquid nicotine containers. Other ideas to 
keep kids safer from liquid nicotine – including prohibiting the use of flavors that attract children, requiring appropriate labeling, and limiting the 
concentration and/or quantity of nicotine in refill products – are not addressed in this law.

Why was this law passed?
When e-cigarettes and liquid nicotine came into the U.S. market several years ago they were largely unregulated. Public health and child safety 
advocates have been looking for ways regulate these products to make them safer for both adults and children. The Child Nicotine Poisoning 
Prevention Act of 2015 is one of the first steps to regulate e-cigarettes and liquid nicotine. It addresses the issue of the alarming increase in children 
getting sick after being exposed to e-cigarettes and liquid nicotine. The goal of the law is to have all liquid nicotine in the U.S. sold in child resistant 
packaging which should, in time, help curb the rising number of child exposures to e-cigarettes and liquid nicotine. 

What does “child resistant” mean? What are the standards?
A child resistant package is intended to protect children from serious personal injury or serious illness resulting from handling, using, or ingesting 
hazardous household substances. Just because a container is child resistant does not mean it is child-proof. Parents and caregivers still need to store 
and use household products – including liquid nicotine – safely, even if the product is in a child resistant container. This type of container may buy you 
10-30 seconds if a child struggles to open it. It is not a fool-proof safety mechanism and should not be treated as such. 

The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is a federal agency which oversees the Poison Prevention Act, from which child resistant packaging 
was born. For more details on child resistant packaging, check out the CPSC’s Guide to Child Resistant and Senior-Friendly Packages.

How do I talk to other parents or caregivers if they tell me my kids are safe because their liquid nicotine is all in child resistant containers?
You are your child’s best advocate for safety. If you don’t feel right with someone watching or caring for your kids – for whatever reason – find 
someone else. Liquid nicotine should be treated like any other household poison. It should be stored up, away, and out of sight of kids. Just because the 
container is child resistant does not mean it is child proof. 
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